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increasing interdependence of world’s 
inhabitants

on an economic, technological, 
cultural as well a political level
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Higher Education in the 21st Century
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Globalisation vs Education 

• The British Council has set a target of 850,000 international students by 2020; 
Shattock (2003: 48) estimated the UK share at over £1 billion a year

• Education is regarded by the government as in important service sector in 
international trade

• Globally, the HE market has been growing by 7% a year since the late 1990s, with 
two million students (nearly 2% of the world’s total) paying an estimated $30 
billion in tuition fees (The Economist, 26 February 2005).

• Globalisation has thus affected many aspects of HE i.e.
• Governance
• Faculty academic programs
• Finance 
• And student enrolment ( Marginson, 2006; Stromquist, 2007)



Theoretical frame of new challenges in higher education:  
Egalitarianism and Elitism (shape HE)

Egalitarianism: Equality
• Access to higher education
• Standardization of curriculum/degree 
• Teaching-focused 

Globalisation

Internationalisation 

Elitism: Excellence 
• Quality of higher education
• Knowledge production
• Research–focused 

• Massification
• More and More HEIs
• Governance & Accountability
• Mobility of faculty and students
• Rakings,  world class university  

(Shin And Harman, 2009, p.3)



Globalisation

Positives

• Embraced by Universities

• Attracts new and old students 

• Enables Universities to stay competitive 

• Validates the quality of teaching and 
research 

• Helps in exploiting the emerging markets 

• Competition for talented students

• Competition for university rankings

• Funding's ( from government and private 
sources )

Impediments

• Comprehending the implications of 
diversity 

• Diluted academic standards

• Shifts in demographic provisions 

• Offering global learning opportunities  
(catalyst for lowering the admissions) and 
academic standards

• Division between students who are PT 
and FT

• Inclusion (home) and exclusion (diaspora) 

• Creates challenges 





Who is an international student?



Challenges in UK HEIs ( H+I)

 The National Student Survey (NSS) 
 students' opinions on the quality of their courses.

 The Teaching Excellence and Student Outcomes Framework (TEF) 
 government assessment of the quality of undergraduate 

teaching in universities and other higher education providers in 
England

 Universities are classified Gold, Silver or Bronze (So What ?)
 Brexit and its implications????



Emerging Opportunities for International Students

Opportunities

Employability

Intercultural 
connectivity

Sense of 
belonging

Academic 
achievement



Recommendations

 Academics should comprehend and adapt to the needs of 
international students

 Awareness of cultural sensitivity when approaching learning and 
assessment

 Strengthen students status, to allow further opportunities in 
industry

 HEIs need to set clear goals of internationalisation

 The importance of quality standards (Provision / Opportunities / Research / Teaching)



To what extent does global education 
impact UK HEIs , when there 100+ 
students from Asia studying in a 
Western HEI?
Food for thoughts



Thank you 

Any Questions 
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